


Counter Culture...Going Against the Flow

Romans 12:2 (NIV)
2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your
limbs from moment to moment, is given you by God. If you devoted
every moment of your whole life exclusively to His service, you
could not give Him anything that was not in a sense His own
already. – C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

STEWARDSHIP
1. The Principle of _____________________________
Psalm 24:1
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who
live in it;”

Deuteronomy 8
17 You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my
hands have produced this wealth for me.” 18 But remember the
Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce
wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your
ancestors, as it is today.

ARE YOU THE OWNER? OR THE MANAGER?

2. The Principle of _____________________________
Genesis 1:26-28
God spoke: “Let us make human beings in our image, make them
reflecting our nature, So they can be responsible for the fish in the
sea, the birds in the air, the cattle, And, yes, Earth itself, and every
animal that moves on the face of Earth.”God created human
beings, he created them godlike, Reflecting God’s nature. He
created them male and female. God blessed them: “Prosper!
Reproduce! Fill Earth! Take charge Be responsible for fish in the
sea and birds in the air,for every living thing that moves on the face
of Earth.”

OWNERS HAVE RIGHTS;
STEWARDS HAVE RESPONSIBILITIES

3. The Principle of _____________________________
Matthew 25:14-30 (MSG)
14-18 “It’s also like a man going off on an extended trip. He called his servants together
and delegated responsibilities. To one he gave five thousand dollars, to another two
thousand, to a third one thousand, depending on their abilities. Then he left. Right off, the
first servant went to work and doubled his master’s investment. The second did the same.
But the man with the single thousand dug a hole and carefully buried his master’s money.
19-21 “After a long absence, the master of those three servants came back and settled up
with them. The one given five thousand dollars showed him how he had doubled his
investment. His master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job well. From now on
be my partner.’
22-23 “The servant with the two thousand showed how he also had doubled his master’s
investment. His master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job well. From now on
be my partner.’
24-25 “The servant given one thousand said, ‘Master, I know you have high standards and
hate careless ways, that you demand the best and make no allowances for error. I was
afraid I might disappoint you, so I found a good hiding place and secured your money.
Here it is, safe and sound down to the last cent.’
26-27 “The master was furious. ‘That’s a terrible way to live! It’s criminal to live cautiously
like that! If you knew I was after the best, why did you do less than the least? The least
you could have done would have been to invest the sum with the bankers, where at least I
would have gotten a little interest.
28-30 “‘Take the thousand and give it to the one who risked the most. And get rid of this
“play-it-safe” who won’t go out on a limb. Throw him out into utter darkness.’

we will be called to give an account of everything we have been given,
including our time, bodies, money, abilities, information, wisdom,

relationships, and authority.
We will all give account to the rightful owner as to how well we managed

the things he has entrusted to us.

4. The Principle of _____________________________
Colossians 3:23-25 (MSG)
22-25 Servants, do what you’re told by your earthly masters. And don’t
just do the minimum that will get you by. Do your best. Work from the
heart for your real Master, for God, confident that you’ll get paid in full
when you come into your inheritance. Keep in mind always that the
ultimate Master you’re serving is Christ. The sullen servant who does
shoddy work will be held responsible. Being a follower of Jesus doesn’t
cover up bad work.

Matthew 25:23 (NIV)
23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.
Come and share your master’s happiness!’


